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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, Claim 5, wherein the 
lines are an external overlay to be placed on the surface of the television screen, must 
be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be 
entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 6, 
on line 12, the word "collective" is used incorrectly and should be replaced by 
"collection". On page 6, line 14, the word "are" is used incorrectly and should be 
replaced by "is". On page 7, line 7, the word "though" is used incorrectly and should be 
replaced by "through". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 14 is objected to because of the following informalities: So, as to be in 
proper compliance, with the "means plus function" in accordance with 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, 
paragraph 6, the examiner recommends that "means to add" be amended to "means for 
adding". Applicant should make similar changes to the other limitations. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-4, 6, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Gottfurcht et al. (U.S. 6,600,497 B1). 

In regards to Claim 1, Gottfurcht et al., teaches a simplified system for navigation 
of the Internet (column 2, line 32). Reference teaches as well, the use of a set-top box, 
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also known as a web appliance, which relies on an external display, such as a television 
or external monitor that would be necessary to view the internet content (column 5, lines 
1 1-14). Gottfurcht et aL, teaches in figures 8 and 9B, the use of matrices to create a 
plurality of selectable sections each with a corresponding identifier. 

Regards to Claim 2, Gottfurcht et al. teaches in figure 9B the use of numbers as 
the corresponding identifier for each selectable section. 

For Claim 3, Gottfurcht et al. discloses in figure 5, a remote control that may be 
used to interface with the set-top box and the keys for digits 0-9 can be found on the 
remote control (column 5, lines 30-32 and figure 5). These identifiers simplify the 
process of navigating through the series of matrix layers. 

With regards to Claim 4, Gottfurcht et al. discloses in figure 3, a block diagram of 
a custom terminal hardware architecture that is used for the set-top box. Although 
Gottfurcht et al. fails to disclose that the set-top box adds the graphical lines to create 
the matrices, it is deemed to be inherent to Gottfurcht et al. system. 

Claim 6, Gottfurcht et al. discloses in figure 9B, identifiers that correspond to 
each selectable section. Although Gottfurcht et al. fails to disclose that the set-top box 
adds the identifiers, it is deemed to be inherent to Gottfurcht et al. system. 

Regards to Claim 8, Gottfurcht et al., teaches a simplified system for navigation 
of the Internet (column 2, line 32). Reference teaches as well, the use of a set-top box, 
also known as a web appliance, which relies on an external display, such as a television 
or external monitor that would be necessary to view the internet content (column 5, lines 
11-14). Gottfurcht et al., teaches in figures 8 and 9B, the use of matrices to create a 
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plurality of selectable sections each with a corresponding identifier. To select a section, 
Gottfurcht et al. teaches the use of a keypad, or remote control, by the user to make a 
selection, with the set-top box responsive to the identifier entered, which will enlarge the 
selected section (column 7, lines 53-56). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 7, 9, 10, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gottfurcht et al. (U.S. 6,600,497 B1). 

As noted above, the Gottfurcht et al. reference discloses matrix layers that are 
used to divide up internet content into selectable sections with corresponding 
alphanumeric identifiers (Figure 9B). When the user enters the corresponding identifier, 
the set-top box is responsive and enlarges the corresponding section, which displays a 
new matrix layer. Gottfurcht et al. fails to teach enlarging a selected section along with 
bordering areas to the size of the previous displayed cell content. 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Gottfurcht et al. method by superimposing matrices 
over Web pages to allow for simple navigation and allowing users to enlarge a particular 
section by inputting an appropriate identifier. Gottfurcht et al. teaches how using 
matrices and identifiers allow for simple navigation of web content. One would have 
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been motivated to superimpose matrices over a Web page, to not only allow users to 
have simple navigation of a Web page but, also to have the ability to enlarge a 
particular section along with bordering areas to enhance the detail of the corresponding 
section of a Web page. 

In regards to Claim 9, Gottfurcht et al. teaches in figure 9B the use of numbers as 
the corresponding identifier for each selectable section. 

For Claim 10, Gottfurcht et al. discloses in figure 3, a block diagram of a custom 
terminal hardware architecture that is used for the set-top box. Gottfurcht et al. fails to 
disclose that the set-top box adds the graphical lines to create the matrices. However, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Gottfurcht et al by disclosing the graphical lines are added to the visual 
signal by the web appliance. One would have been motivated to have the lines added to 
the visual signal by the web appliance for the benefit of allowing the user to view the 
Web page in different sections. 

Regards to Claim 12, Gottfurcht et al. discloses in figure 9B, identifiers that 
correspond to each selectable section. Gottfurcht et al. fails to disclose that the set-top 
box adds the identifiers. However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify Gottfurcht et al. by disclosing the 
identifiers are added to the visual signal by the web appliance. One would have been 
motivated to have the identifiers added to the visual signal by the web appliance for the 
benefit of allowing the user to see the corresponding identifiers to each selectable 
section and link. 
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8. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gottfurcht et al. (U.S. 6,600,497 B1). 

Regards to Claim 13, as noted above, Gottfurcht et al. teaches the method of 
creating selectable sections, with corresponding identifiers. However, Gottfurcht et al. 
fails to teach using identifiers as a method of selecting links on a Web page. 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add identifiers to links as a method of selecting links and 
navigating Web pages. Gottfurcht et al. teaches that technology can evoke fear in 
certain people (column 1 , lines 36-38) and one would have been motivated to add 
identifiers to links as to even further simplify the process of navigating internet content. 

9. Claims 14, 15, 16, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gottfurcht et al. (U.S. 6,600,497 B1). 

In regards to Claim 14, Gottfurcht et al. teaches, in figure 9B, the use of plurality 
of graphical lines and identifiers added to the internet content and as previously 
discussed above a television is used to display the content. It is deemed inherent that 
the set-top box, as mentioned by Gottfurcht et al., adds the necessary lines and 
identifiers to the content, as they are necessary for the system. Gottfurcht et al. fails to 
teach that the set-top box will enlarge a section of a Web page that is displayed on the 
television screen and as discussed previously, having identifiers that correspond to links 
appearing on internet content. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the set-top box as disclosed in Gottfurcht et al., by adding 
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the ability to enlarge sections of internet content and add identifiers to links. One would 
have been motivated to add the feature of enlarging sections to the set-top box to allow 
users to better view text and detailed graphics displayed on the screen. With regards to 
adding identifiers to links on Web pages, as noted above, adding identifiers would 
further simplify navigation. 

With regards to Claim 15, Gottfurcht et al. teaches in figure 9B the use of 
numbers as the corresponding identifier for each selectable section. 

For Claim 16, Gottfurcht et al. discloses in figure 3, a block diagram of a custom 
terminal hardware architecture that is used for the set-top box. Gottfurcht et al. fails to 
disclose that the set-top box adds the graphical lines to create the matrices. However, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Gottfurcht et al by disclosing the graphical lines are added to the visual 
signal by the web appliance. One would have been motivated to have the lines added to 
the visual signal by the web appliance for the benefit of allowing the user to view the 
Web page in different sections. 

Regards to Claim 18, Gottfurcht et al. discloses in figure 9B, identifiers that 
correspond to each selectable section. Gottfurcht et al. fails to disclose that the set-top 
box adds the identifiers. However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify Gottfurcht et al. by disclosing the 
identifiers are added to the visual signal by the web appliance. One would have been 
motivated to have the identifiers added to the visual signal by the web appliance for the 
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benefit of allowing the user to see the corresponding identifiers to each selectable 
section and link. 

10. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gottfurcht 
et al. (U.S. 6,600,497 B1 ) in view of Beckes et al. (U.S. 4,672,558). 

As discussed above, Gottfurcht et al. teaches the method of simplifying 
navigation of internet content to allow users of all ability to access the Internet. 
Gottfurcht et al. fails to teach the use of an external overlay as a way to add the 
necessary lines to create a plurality of sections. However, Beckes et al., discloses a 
touch-sensitive data input device (Abstract and column 2, lines 3-1 1 ) that has a 
demountable bezel, which establishes a grid of light beams in front of the display 
screen. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use an external overlay to place over top of the television 
screen, to create the effect of a grid that would divide the screen into the necessary 
number of sections. Beckes et al. teaches the benefit of having a removable bezel so, it 
may be moved from display to display as well as the additional advantage of having an 
additional way to select identifiers on the display. One would have been motivated to 
create an external overlay for the purposes of moving it from television to television as 
well as the added benefit of providing a way to make the sections on the screen more 
prominent. 

1 1 . Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gottfurcht et al. (U.S. 6,600,497 B1) in view of Beckes et al. (U.S. 4,672,558). 
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As discussed above, Gottfurcht et al. teaches the method of simplifying 
navigation of internet content to allow users of all ability to access the Internet. 
Gottfurcht et al. fails to teach the use of an external overlay as a way to add the 
necessary lines to create a plurality of sections. However, Beckes et al., discloses a 
touch-sensitive data input device (Abstract and column 2, lines 3-1 1) that has a 
demountable bezel, which establishes a grid of light beams in front of the display 
screen. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use an external overlay to place over top of the television 
screen, to create the effect of a grid that would divide the screen into the necessary 
number of sections. Beckes et al. teaches the benefit of having a removable bezel so, it 
may be moved from display to display as well as the additional advantage of having an 
additional way to select identifiers on the display. One would have been motivated to 
create an external overlay for the purposes of moving it from television to television as 
well as the added benefit of providing a way to make the sections on the screen more 
prominent. 

12. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gottfurcht et al. (U.S. 6,600,497 B1 ) in view of Beckes et al. (U.S. 4,672,558). 

As discussed above, Gottfurcht et al. teaches the method of simplifying 
navigation of internet content to allow users of all ability to access the Internet. 
Gottfurcht et al. fails to teach the use of an external overlay as a way to add the 
necessary lines to create a plurality of sections. However, Beckes et al., discloses a 
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touch-sensitive data input device (Abstract and column 2, lines 3-1 1 ) that has a 
demountable bezel, which establishes a grid of light beams in front of the display 
screen. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use an external overlay to place overtop of the television 
screen, to create the effect of a grid that would divide the screen into the necessary 
number of sections. Beckes et al. teaches the benefit of having a removable bezel so, it 
may be moved from display to display as well as the additional advantage of having an 
additional way to select identifiers on the display. One would have been motivated to 
create an external overlay for the purposes of moving it from television to television as 
well as the added benefit of providing a way to make the sections on the screen more 
prominent. 

Conclusion 

13. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following patents and articles are cited to further show the state of the art 
with respect to web appliances and televisions with a set-top box configuration: 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,034,689 to White 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,226,642 B1 to Beranek et al. 

IEEE, Computer Graphics and Applications , "Survey on information 

appliances", published May/June 2000 
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The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 
adding a dividing the display into a plurality of sections: 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,537,152 to Ishikawa 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chris Parry whose telephone number is (571) 272-8328. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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